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Sizzling Summer Ideas





	Summer can be a great time for your Usborne business.  Life slows down just a bit and kids don’t have to get to bed early for school the next day.  Evenings are longer and kids need some new projects.  All pointing to the ease and need for an Usborne party.





Chris Taylor says I LOVE the summer!  During the year, as I ask people if they are interested in having a show, I get my fair share of “not soon; maybe laters”.  I reply, “Typically in July and August, we get to give our hostesses DOUBLE FREE books!  I have lots of people who book year after year during those months just to get our best special!  Would you like me to call you for a show then?  We also will have a brand new catalog with probably 100 new titles no one will have seen yet!”  They say yes and I put them on my calendar for (this year it is) June 20 to call.  I have 12 leads to call so far and that doesn’t count my previous hostesses that are “due” to book.  Stay positive….summer is fun and there are fun people out there who want to have a fun show in the summer with YOU!!  





That’s a great idea and excellent pre-planning too.





Here are some other ideas that you can start promoting at your shows right now: 





Do "Craft Days"....  Invite past or potential customers/hostesses to your house for a CRAFT DAY (mom and child) for 60 minutes.  Do a craft out of our books.  Have the books for sale.  Charge $3 per child to cover the expenses of the materials.  Read them a book after the project and let parents shop!  You can do multiple classes based on age or different activities.  One consultant did this one summer every Saturday for 5 or 6 weeks - 4 classes each Saturday from 9 - 1:30 ....  Every week she sold over $300 in books!  Plus it reestablished contact with old hostesses and customers to rebook shows.





$100 Sundae Party (Mystery Hostess Party) - Collect $100 in orders from Friends and Family.  Close out on a SUNDAY NIGHT and invite the kids for a SUNDAE PARTY.  You can use the half price books for your sales.  Let one lucky winner get ALL THE FREE BOOKS. 





Science club with Homeschoolers - Contact a homeschool group and propose the idea.  Have them pay for supplies for the projects.  Set up a book sale for the parents while you guide the children through projects.  With homeschoolers you will have sales - don't worry.  Some might book parties.  Homeschoolers will pay big time for “field trips”.  Make sure to have a  fee - to cover the supplies and cash in your pocket for the time.





Booths are plentiful during the summer.  Every town has different festivals (Town Festival, Reading Festival, etc.).  Call the Chamber of Commerce, Newspapers, Community Boards.  Booths are great places to meet leads for the fall.  OFFER a "treat" for booking a show in ______ (Sept, Oct, ... whatever).  Booths are for leads -  Not huge sales... but you never know !





July is a new catalog!  Great time for an open house…. A Summer Tea (Have everyone bring their favorite tea cup.  Have them share stories - and give raffle tickets for the favorite tea cup story.)  Talk about summer reading.... Share the YUMMY new titles - book shows - and have buying special for orders placed that day ! or a ….. Christmas in July … Offer a free storytelling time with bookfair for situations like …. A summer reading club / Art Day at library / Science day at the library / Corporate Vendor Days / Farmer's Markets / Flea Markets / Teacher Appreciation Parties / Businesses with Child care centers / Garage Sales (not for sales) for leads
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Welcome New Consultants





Sponsored by Sharon Riegel


Leela Short


Miami, FL








Congrats to . . .





Elizabeth Tolley


For reaching Silver
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What’s the


BUZZ??





TEN TERRIFIC WEEKS





Jen Holbrook and Connie Corralli suggested you focus on the 10 Terrific Weeks series in May.  In a flyer for their Atlanta team they wrote.





Now is the time to sell these fantastic sets of books with activity guides.  Buy a packet of the Ten Terrific Weeks fliers and put them with your catalogs.  Bring one or more of the TTW guides with you to show off the types of activities. 





	TTW activities can be used as developed—that is, one activity per day—or they can be bundled into a single Fun Day once a week.  Great for Family Day, or for taking turns with the neighbors to have activities at one house each week.  TTW has EVERYTHING spelled out, including a comprehensive supply list.  Shop once for the whole summer!





 	Many times as summer is coming, parents dream of the fun they’ll have this year with their kids, doing activities together, learning together, having fun.  But the summer just slides right by with the kids in front of the t.v. more than you’d like.  You never seem to have just the right stuff handy, and you’ve never planned far enough in advance, to really take advantage of this time together.  TTW is just the thing for you!  All the activities can be adapted to involve just one person or lots of people, and the activities are truly fun for parents as well as kids.
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National Convention is June 23-26.  It’s training, it’s a party, it’s learning, it’s fun, it’s a reunion with new friends and old.  Don’t miss it.  It’s a slight edge that keeps on giving. DreamBuilders meet together on Friday night for extra special fun. Come and meet your team.  





The Home Office has created a new tool on OPOL called Event Planner.  You’ve got to subscribe to OPOL to get it, so check it out.  An online home show invitation allows you to assist your hostess even more in having a great show.  Go to My UBAH, MY OrderPro, Event Planner and click on Help, and page specific help.














May 2005


Page 1

